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Today’s Objectives

� Understand the considerations in the Common 
Core’s Appendix A

� Revisit nonfiction/expository text features, and 
discuss strategies we use to teach them

� Discuss the Lexile measure and how it should be 
used to enhance student learning

� Explore tools to enhance student learning in 
vocabulary and comprehension



Mr. Seinfeld assigns a text 
reading…

� http://cooperativelearning.nuvvo.com/less
on/9592-seinfeld-teaches-history



Let’s Examine 
Some National Data

What do you notice?



2005-06 Lexile Framework® for Reading Study
Summary of High School Textbook Lexile Measures
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2005-06 Lexile Framework® for Reading Study

Summary of Text Lexile Measures
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What does this data imply?



January 10, 2011:

“…a date which will live in 

infamy…”



What is included in these 
documents?

� New York State Common Core (NY added some –
including PreK – to the National Common Core)

� PK-12 ELA
� PK-12 Math

� Common Core Standards (scroll down for link)
� Appendix A (Literacy in History/Social Studies, 
Science and Technical Subjects)

� Appendix B (Sample Text for each grade and content 
level)

� Appendix C (Sample Student Writing at each grade 
level)





Activity 1:
Rationale

� Take a number from the center of your table
� Find the section of Appendix A which is marked 
with your number

� Find those members 
� Read and discuss, completing the graphic 
organizer together

� List your points and summary on the chart paper
� You will have 5 minutes to complete this activity
� You will share out when done – every member 
will have a responsibility in the sharing



Activity 2:
Text Complexity

� Qualitative Dimensions

� Quantitative Dimensions

� Reader and Task Considerations



Bringing Features of Text and 
the Common Core “together”

Let’s examine the QUALITATIVE FEATURES 
our own text and discuss the strategies we 

use to scaffold learning



Qualitative Features of 
Expository Text

� Sequence 

� Cause/effect

� Compare/contrast

� Problem/solution

� Proposition/support





Features Depend on Content

� Physical layout (placement and amount of graphics, charts, 
footnotes, bold text, etc.)

� Text type (genre, figurative language, etc.)

� Text structure (location of main idea vs. details, sequence, 
proposition/support, compare/contrast, etc.)

� Text density/readability (syntax, complexity of 
sentences = level of text, ex: Lexile)

� Assumed vocabulary and background 
knowledge necessary to comprehend 
concepts 



Activity 3:
Explore Text Features

� Work in pairs or small groups of 4

� Using the same text, one partner 
completes the “Checklist for 
Considerate Text Characteristics”

� The other partner uses the “Text 
Complexity Rubric for Literary or 
Informational Text”

� Calculate your textbook’s “score”



Share

� Which rubric was more helpful?  Why?
� What are the features of your text that you 
anticipate students will have the most difficulty 
with?
� Why?

� What strategies would you use to assist 
student’s understanding of the material based 
on the text features that are cumbersome? (See 
“TRIMS” Handouts)
� Let’s SHARE!



How can we further
scaffold and extend?

Level the Text!



Using Lexiles to Level Text



What is a Lexile?

� Measure assigned to text based on the 
complexity of the language used and text 
structure.  
� Syntax (length of sentences)

� Semantics (lengths of words)

� Measure can be assigned to student’s 
ability to read a particular range of text 
with 75% comprehension





Features of www.Lexile.com

� Book Search

� Subject

� Type of text (genre, presentation)

� Level

� Length (# of pages)

� Language (English or Spanish)







Limitations of Lexile Measures
What Lexile text measures don’t address

Text Characteristics

� Age-appropriateness of 
Content

� Text Support (pictures, pull-
outs)

� Text Quality (Is it a good 
book?)

Reader Characteristics

� Interest and Motivation

� Background Knowledge

� Reading Context and 
Purpose

� Lexile text measures only measure text readability. 

� Therefore, input from readers, parents, teachers and 
librarians is necessary.



Features of Lexile continued…
Lexile Analyzer





To get a lexile measure…

� Go to www.Lexile.com

� Try to search for the book or journal first 
to see if it has already been “Lexiled”

� Go to the Lexile Analyzer

� You will need a free account for this

� Prepare a “plain text” file in word 

� Directions located on website or in my wiki

� Load the text file in the analyzer and…



Viola!

This is the Lexile
Level of an ELA 
text nonfiction 
section: 

“A Celebration of 
Grandfathers”



How can we match students to 
text?

� Administer or correlate a reading assessment (ex: SRI, 
ATOS, fluency measure)

� Listen to the student read a passage from a text with a 
known Lexile

� Take a sample of the student’s “best” nonfiction writing 
and enter it into the analyzer

� NOTE: the instructional range +50 to +150 the Lexile of 
the student
� Motivation

� Background knowledge

� Experience with text

� Enhancement features (photos, etc.)



Ideas for Use…

� Vary reading difficulty of material to the 
situation:
� Choose texts lower in the student’s Lexile
range when factors make the reading 
situation more challenging, threatening or 
unfamiliar. 

� Select texts at or above the student’s range 

� To stimulate growth when a topic is of 
extreme interest to a student, or when you 
will be giving additional support such as 
background teaching or discussion.



Using Lexiles in the Classroom
Teachers can use the Lexile measure to:

� Develop individualized or classroom reading
lists tailored to different measures to provide 

appropriately challenging reading.

� Enhance thematic teaching by building a bank of 
titles or articles at varying levels that support the 

theme, but also allow all students to participate 
successfully in the theme with material at their own 

reading level.

� Sequence materials by increasing the difficulty 
of read-aloud books throughout the year.



Implications for Literacy?

Reading

� Support students 
Below Level of 
textbook

� Enrich students Above 
Level of textbook

Writing

� Easily identify the 
student’s level of 
writing in comparison 
to reading

� Increase reading as a 
result of increased 
language usage in 
writing



Using the Lexile Analyzer for 
student writing…

Find the 
student’s lexile
level of writing



Enhancing Vocabulary

The Academic Word List



The Academic Word List

� Words which carry the most overlap between 
the subject areas

� Organized into 10 sub lists

� Mostly “Tier 2” words

� Found heavily on the SAT

� The easiest way to increase student’s reading 
comprehension

� The easiest way to enhance a student’s writing



Work Smarter, Not Harder!

� Examine passages for words which are 
cross-curricular

� Design cross-curricular units which utilize 
many of the same vocabulary terms

� Enhances student’s ability to

� Transfer knowledge

� Make connections



Example:

� Student Sample A

� Highlight & Copy the Text (control C)

� Go to www.wordsift.com

� Paste the text into the text box (control V)

� Click on “sift”



Red words 
are 

highlighted 
according to 
your choices.  

Here they 
are from the 

AWL

Related photos 
to the word 
you click are 
shown here.

Can be used for 
an instant 
vocabulary 

map

Synonyms are 
shown here 
from the 
thesaurus 

using the word 
you have 
clicked on

Example 
sentences 

are 
generated 
for the word 
as well!



We can use this to MOTIVATE our 
students!!



In Conclusion

By increasing text complexity, and 
scaffolding student learning with 

vocabulary and comprehension necessary 
for our content area, we are enhancing 
and enriching student’s literacy skills, 
which will provide them with the 

necessary skills for success at the college 
and career level.



Thank you!

� Please contact me with questions:

abartell@clar.wnryric.org

� Please visit my wiki for access to this 
presentation and all related materials!

http://iroquoisreadingcontentarea.wikispaces.com/
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